In recent years a great deal of attention has been devoted to the study of finite nonabelian simple groups, but one aspect which seems to have been little considered is that of the laws which they satisfy. In a recent paper, two of the present authors gave a basis for the laws of PSL(2, 5) (Cossey and Macdonald [l] ), and here we present bases for the laws of PSL(2, 7) and PSL (2, 9 ). An important feature of the proofs of these results is the knowledge of a two variable basis for the laws of 54 (the symmetric group of degree 4), which we also state. We show how bases for certain SL(2, p) can be derived from bases for the corresponding PSL(2 f p). Finally, we give some laws which hold in PSL(2, p n ) (p a prime) in more general cases. In notation and terminology we follow the book of Hanna Neumann [2] . We would draw the readers attention particularly to the law v n and its properties, given in 52.31 and 52.32 of [2] . Also note that var G denotes the variety generated by a group G.
Our results are as follows. THEOREM For the remainder of this paper, p will always denote a prime. These laws imply that finite groups satisfying such laws have abelian-Sylow ^-subgroups, and that an element of order r which belongs to the normaliser of a £-group belongs to its centraliser.
A basis f or the laws of var 54 is
A full account of these and related results and their proofs will be published soon.
